784                      The end of castle-building

the feudal fortresses of Chinon and Loches. Heidelberg, under the Electors-
palatine of the sixteenth century, lost all likeness to the hill-fortresses of
the feudal lords in Germany. The castle had seen its day as a factor in the
evolution of military science, and the future of fortification lay in a return,
under new conditions and through gradual processes, to the system of
defence by earthwork from which the castle had grown to maturity.